
As always, I hope this letter finds you and 

your loved ones well. Since our last newsletter, 

much has changed, both globally and within 

our department. Whilst composing my last 

letter in October of 2020, I could not avoid 

an air of uncertainty permeating my writing. 

Yes, we had overcome the initial shock of the 

pandemic’s onset, but we knew very little 

about what the months that lay ahead would 

bring. While there was much to be excited 

about, the future continued to present a 

myriad of challenges. It brings me great joy 

then to see that this year’s newsletter reflects 

a story of success and resilience displayed 

amongst our department, our students, and 

our sources of invaluable support.

We began the fall semester of 2020 with 

a hybrid schedule—one that kept students 

at home when possible, whilst also allowing 

them to receive the hands-on instruction that 

is so necessary for success in our profession. 

Once more students were able to practice 

manual techniques and the implementation 
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of various modalities with access to equipment and immediate 

hands-on instruction. Of equal importance, students now had the 

opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge to instructors via 

in-person practical examinations. In March 2021, we began the process 

of doing something that only eight months prior would have seemed 

impossible: vaccinating our students against COVID-19. With this came 

the return to many in-person activities. Clinical affiliations could once 

again be conducted in physical therapy clinics throughout the nation. 

Graduation was held in person for the Class of 2021 in August, with 

family and friends invited to participate virtually. Then, in September 

of this year, almost 18 months after the implementation of the first 

stay-at-home directive, we returned to a fully in-person schedule. 

To say the challenges faced during this past year were anything 

short of monumental would be an understatement. Simply put, we 

would not have been able to succeed at the level we did without 

the assistance of our alumni network, our current students and their 

families, and our staff. When a challenge presented itself, this support 

network sprang into action to assist whenever possible. For example, 

when clinical affiliations were nearly impossible to come by, our 

clinical partners and alumni opened the doors to their practices to 

ensure that our students could gain valuable clinical experience. When 

schedules had to shift and dates needed to change, our students 

responded with adaptability and understanding. When it became clear 

that our annual career fair would need to be held virtually, our staff 

responded and sourced innovative technology to make it a success.  

Of course, none of this would have even been remotely possible 

without the support and guidance of NYU and NYU Steinhardt. 

Throughout the course of the past year, the university and its 

administrators went above and beyond to ensure not just our 

community’s safety in the classroom, but our overall health and 

well-being during this very dangerous time. The university poured 

an immense amount of time, energy, and resources into creating 

a university-wide testing system that provided PCR testing free of 

charge to all NYU community members. When our students needed 

N95 masks for their clinical affiliations, the university sourced them 

almost immediately, regardless of their cost. Most importantly, 

when a vaccine became available, NYU secured its own stockpile, 

guaranteeing our students quick access as health personnel. 

It goes without saying then that a tremendous amount of thanks 

is owed to this support system. From the bottom of my heart—thank 

you. Thank you to our alumni, clinical partners, students and their 

families, staff, and faculty. Thank you to the university for keeping 

us safe and creating an environment that enabled our return to the 

classroom to be such a success, and allowed us to graduate a class 

of extremely capable physical therapists. We truly could not have 

accomplished all we did without this immense amount of support and 

for that, my gratitude is immeasurable.    

Much like last year, I cannot say what the future will hold. Though 

we are undoubtedly in a new phase of this pandemic, the road 

ahead still poses several challenges. I know, however, that with 

the continued support of our outstanding support system and our 

continued resiliency, no challenge is insurmountable. I look forward to 

demonstrating just that over the coming academic year. 

@100NYU PT
NYU PT Celebrates 100 Years in 2027!!!

Season’s Greetings from all of us at the  
NYU Steinhardt Department of Physical Therapy! 
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Jacqueline Wollins, Class of 1965
I have been living in Asheville, North Carolina, 

for the past eleven years. I just returned to 

teaching at the OLLI UNCA program for 

retired adults. Using the Feldenkrais Method, 

I have been improving the dynamic balance 

of my peers for about eight years. I also teach 

Functional Meditation based on the work of 

Jose Silva. During the pandemic, I attended 

OLLI classes online, painted three rooms in my 

house, painted the outdoor trim of the house, 

and tended to my garden. Zoom has been a 

helpful function in our lives. My small dog Gypsy 

and I recently returned from a round trip drive 

to Maine. We visited and stayed with friends 

and family—and there you have it! 

Geraldine (Gen) Brooks, Class of 1970
Happily retired, but experienced a stressful year 

due to my sister’s death in February. Surprised 

but pleased to find myself living in L.I.

Timothy Greene, Class of 1971
Let’s congratulate Tim on his retirement! Enjoy! 

James Giebfried, Class of 1972
Jim was the recipient of the 2020 APTA 

Societal Impact Award in recognition of his 

more than 40 years of service as a leader and 

innovator working at various capacities to 

improve the lives of his patients, clients, and 

society at large. Jim continues his service to 

society by working with two groups. First, is 

the Medical 

Reserve 

Corps in 

Virginia. 

Second, 

is the US 

Coast Guard 

Auxiliary’s 

Medical 

Speciality 

Division. They 

backfill for 

Coast Guard 

needs all over 

the country 

and FEMA/Homeland Security uses them as 

their only medical corps in disasters like hur-

ricanes and for Border Patrol’s medical needs 

for migrants in Texas. There is no age limitation 

in the Auxiliary as long as you are licensed and 

medically and physically fit as well as knowl-

edgeable for duty.

Philip Tygiel, Class of 1972
Philip retired from practice but still remains 

heavily involved with advocating for physical 

therapy and providing pro bono services locally 

and abroad. He was also named Honorary 

Fellow of the American Academy of Orthopedic 

Manual Physical Therapists.

Jeannie Davis, Class of 1974
I retired from Kaiser Permanente Southern 

California regional offices managing an Epic 

Software University in 2016. I went back to work 

in 2019 as a per diem PT working for a private 

home health company because I got bored and 

wanted more intellectual stimulation. I have the 

least experience in home health, and this com-

pany has a specialty in treating post-op total 

hip and knee replacement patients when they 

get home from the hospital. I love my patients 

and at this point in my life, I don’t want to lift, 

push, and pull anymore. I find that those with 

anterior surgery do better initially after the 

surgery, but all patients get better. I moved to 

an active 55+ community in September 2020 

and downsized to a small one-level home and 

love it. I now volunteer to write a monthly 

column called the “Healthy Villager.” I write a 

short piece on various health topics for the over 

3,500 folks that live in the community. I am very 

involved in my grandsons’ lives and their sport-

ing events. They’re now four and seven years 

Short 
Takes
News from PT Alumni

Allison Gibbons (2020)

Jeannie Davis with 
her grandsons
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old and we just visited San Diego’s Wild Animal 

Park and had a great time. I remain active walk-

ing, line dancing, and doing my pool exercises. 

Life is good here on the west coast and I love 

treating my patients!

Denise Arundell Swensen, Class of 1980 
EI to preschool transitions during the pandemic 

was challenging using virtual assessments, how-

ever, it afforded new insight into looking at chil-

dren in their natural environment and using the 

coaching model to help families really become 

more empowered with their children.

Saam Eslami, Class of 2003
I have completed 

my certification from 

Oakland University in 

oncology rehabilita-

tion, with the thesis 

titled: Physical Therapy 

Management of 

Ototoxicity and Balance 

Disorders in Adults and 

Children Diagnosed 

with and Treated for Head and Neck Cancer. 

I was the editor for Chapter 21: Hematological 

Cancers in the book Oncology Rehabilitation: A 

Comprehensive Guidebook for Clinicians, 1st edi-

tion, which will be published in 2021. 

Yoav Suprun, Class of 2003
Yoav is the father 

of two beautiful 

boys, Dean and 

Daniel. He is about 

to publish a book, 

Aging Without 

Aching and is 

senior faculty 

with the McKenzie 

Institute USA. 

Yoav also received 

a patent for a 

unique sitting system.

Clara Gaspari, Class of 2004
Clara Gaspari has served as the Physical Therapy 

Supervisor at Instituto Estadual do Cérebro 

Paulo Niemeyer (IECPN), an urban specialized 

neurosurgical center, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. On 

March 17th, 2020 the hospital became a center 

exclusively for critically ill patients with COVID-

19. After suspending scheduled neurosurgeries 

and transferring all patients, the 44-ICU-bed hos-

pital began training the staff for their new roles.

The Physical Therapy Department, which 

until then was proficient in treating patients 

after neurological surgery, started to handle 

patients critically ill with COVID-19, many of 

whom were developing acute respiratory dis-

tress syndrome (ARDS) with complex and mul-

tifactorial ventilatory support needs.

In Brazil, respiratory therapy is not viewed 

as a separate field and the patient’s ventilatory 

management is performed exclusively by physi-

cians and physical therapists in the intensive 

care units. The department, originally staffed 

with 37 physical therapists, was increased by an 

additional 18 hires to meet the influx of patients 

requiring constant mechanical ventilation 

adjustments and complex care.

From the early months of the pandemic, arti-

cles in medical journals suggested that the prone 

position, widely used to increase oxygenation 

in patients with ARDS, could be effective for 

appropriately selected patients with COVID-19. 

This information led to a hospital-wide effort, led 

by the Physical Therapy Department, to develop 

and implement a protocol for prone positioning 

in patients who were mechanically ventilated. 

The proning protocol used and the experi-

ence as a whole were both part of the platform 

presentations accepted at the 2020 APTA 

Combined Sections Meeting and at the World 

Physiotherapy Conference. The data collected 

were published in a case-series in the Physical 

Therapy & Rehabilitation Journal. The article, 

“The First 60 Days: Physical Therapy in a 

Neurosurgical Center Converted into a Covid-19 

Center in Brazil” was authored by Clara and her 

colleagues from IECPN.

Nadine Lucia Daniels (nee 
Bascombe), Class of 2008
Nadine was recently invited 

to teach at the PTA pro-

gram at Seminole State 

College and she will be 

the only professor for their 

Introduction to Physical 

Therapy courses and neuro-rehab courses. 

Congratulations! 

Abby De Angelis, Class of 2008
Abby is working in Morristown, NJ for 

Professional PT mainly as a women’s pelvic floor 

therapist.

Morgan Harris, Class of 2009
We welcomed baby 

Cameron Pryse Harris 

on April 29, 2021. 

Cameron was 6lbs 

and 5oz at birth and 

is seen here with us 

at Silver Sands State 

Park in Connecticut. 

As for me, I still can’t 

get out of my blue 

and whites!

Frank Hoeffner, Class of 2011
Professional Physical Therapy’s Orthopedic 

Residency Program received a 10-year 

accreditation renewal from ABPTRFE! Frank 

Hoeffner serves as the Program Director. 

Congratulations! 

Jason Godsell, Class of 2012
2021 was a much 

better year for 

us compared to 

2020. I accepted 

a new position as 

clinical supervisor at 

Dartmouth Hitchcock 

Medical Center. Our 

oldest daughter, 

Raegan, started 

kindergarten and 

our youngest, Sadie, 

started preschool. 

My wife Teresa and 

I celebrated our ten-year anniversary this sum-

mer. Looking forward to another winter on the 

slopes!

Kathleen Melia (nee McIntosh), Class of 2014
Kathleen recently moved to the DC metro area 

and she and her husband are expecting their 

first baby this January! Congrats and all the 

best!

Judith Meer, Class of 2015
I celebrated four years of being in business with 

a solo practice specializing in pelvic and ortho-

pedic therapy, 

welcomed 

our second 

son, and (still) 

live full-time 

on a boat in 

the New York 

Harbor with our kiddos and cat.

Sylvester Carter, Class of 2016
In the past year, Sylvester joined the physical 

therapy faculty at the University of the Sciences 

in Philadelphia as an assistant professor. 

Congratulations! 

Alexandra Wilkes (nee Lange), Class of 2016
Alexandra started a new job at 5 Point Physical 

Therapy continuing her focus on pelvic health. 

She is also anticipating her first child any day 

now!

Erinn Kary, Class of 2017
We had another baby! I’m 

working at Madigan Army 

Medical Center as an inpatient 

PT and it’s the best!

Anakaren Lopez, Class 2018
After many months of planning, I am opening up a 

brand new outpatient ortho clinic with Ivy Rehab 

in Edison, NJ. Construction is well underway and 

the site is projected to open in November 2021. 



William ‘Bill’ Kasserman (1944-2020)
A loyal friend of the 

NYU PT family for over 

40 years, William “Bill” 

Kasserman passed 

away peacefully with 

his wife, Victoria 

Kasserman, by his side 

on October 2, 2020. 

Growing up in 

Forest Hills, Queens, Bill was a graduate of 

Forest Hills High School. He later earned a 

Bachelor of Science degree from Long Island 

University and although he earned his Masters 

in Physical Therapy from the University of 

Pennsylvania, Bill was a strong supporter 

of the NYU Physical Therapy Program from 

which his wife, Victoria, earned a Bachelor of 

Science degree in Physical Therapy. 

With a focus on rehabilitation, Bill was 

a founding member of PTPN, a network of 

private rehabilitation providers offering high-

quality, cost-effective outpatient rehab ser-

vices. He was also a member of the APTA. In 

1981, together with his wife, Bill opened the 

Somerset Rehabilitation Services in Raritan, 

New Jersey, where they treated generations 

of patients, specializing in orthopedics, sports 

medicine, and neural rehabilitation. 

Dr. Akinniran Oladehin (1949-2021)
We were saddened 

to learn of the pass-

ing of Dr. Akinniran 

Oladehin on July 12, 

2021. Dr. Oladehin 

was born in Idanre, 

Nigeria on January 

1, 1949. He earned 

his physical therapy professional education 

in Nigeria and his PhD in Physical Therapy 

Research from New York University in 1983 

where he examined the effects of submaxi-

mum voluntary isometric exercise versus 

electrically stimulated isometric training on 

ipsilateral and contralateral human skeletal 

muscles. 

Dr. Oladehin was an Assistant Professor 

at Wayne State University, a Professor at 

the University of Tennessee Health Science 

Center, and the Department Head of the 

Department of Physical Therapy and 

Graduate Faculty at Missouri State University. 

He was a well-respected educator and 

researcher with funded research projects and 

numerous publications in highly respected 

journals. He had been supportive of New York 

University’s Department of Physical Therapy 

serving on the dissertation committees of 

PhD students and advising our faculty on cur-

ricular matters. 

Edmund Turton (1932-2021)
Born November 29, 

1932, in San Fernando, 

Trinidad and Tobago, 

and prior to coming 

to the United States, 

Ed was a sprinter, and 

represented Trinidad 

and Tobago at the 1956 

Summer Olympics in 

Melbourne, Australia. He 

competed in the 100-meter dash, where he 

made the quarterfinals, and in the 200-meter 

dash. Ed’s best time for the 100 meters was 

9.6 seconds which made him one of the fast-

est runners at that time. He maintained his 

record time in Trinidad for many years. He 

also served as a trainer of the Trinidad and 

Tobago team at subsequent Olympics.

Ed also represented Trinidad and Tobago 

as a national footballer (soccer), earning the 

nickname “Heads.’’ He was an All-American 

soccer player at NYU and for many years 

was the captain of the prestigious Blue 

Star reserve team in the semi-pro German 

American Soccer League. 

Ed entered the Physical Therapy certifi-

cate program at NYU in September 1962 and 

completed the 14-month certificate program 

in 1963. His initial position was as a Staff 

Physical Therapist at what was then called the 

Institute of Rehabilitation Medicine, or IRM, 

and what is now known as Rusk Institute. He 

rotated through several of the physical thera-

py units at IRM including pediatrics and then 

became a Unit Supervisor in the Outpatient 

Department at IRM.

He then moved to Massachusetts where 

he was Physical Therapy Department Head 

in Whidden Memorial Hospital in Everett, a 

position he held for five years. Relocating to 

New Hampshire, Ed practiced in both nurs-

ing home and home care environments. His 

next move was to Maine where he was 

Head of the Physical Therapy Department in 

Waterville Osteopathic Hospital. He entered 

private practice in Ohio and eventually in 

Michigan. It was in Detroit that he started 

three private practices, two with partners and 

then one on his own.

Ed was graceful, dignified, intelligent, and 

had a disarming musical laugh that endeared 

him to everyone in his presence. He was fond 

of his homemade ginger beer, but the recipe 

was proprietary and others remain unable to 

replicate the formula for the beverage. 

Ed’s friendship and affection were 

bestowed for life and enriched all who were 

lucky enough to be touched by this wonder-

ful man. 

In Memoriam

I’ve become certified in Pilates and I’m currently 

in an orthopedic residency program!

Dhruti Patel, Class of 2018 
I recently changed jobs transitioning from a 

level 1 acute care facility to MSK in 2020. The 

pandemic and the oncology world together pre-

sented a steep learning curve for me, but this 

experience has provided an enriching trough of 

knowledge for which I am grateful for acquiring.

Daniel Vallejo, Class of 2018
My wife and I moved back to Pennsylvania dur-

ing the pandemic to be closer to our families. I 

am currently working as an outpatient orthope-

dic therapist at the main campus of Penn State 

Health in Hershey, PA. I have also started to 

cover inpatient PRN weekend shifts in the main 

hospital to assist the acute care therapists.

Kristen Lettenberger, Class of 2019
Kristen serves as a therapist at Bespoke 

Treatments in Midtown, NYC.

Allison Gibbons, Class of 2020
Upon graduating from NYU in the midst of the 

COVID-19 outbreak, I was accepted into an 

orthopedic residency and fellowship program in 

Seattle, Washington. I will wrap up my residen-

cy at the end of 2020 and begin studying for 

my OCS. I am currently practicing in an outpa-

tient orthopedic physical therapy clinic focusing 

my research efforts on the effect of concussions 

and chronic pain in adolescent athletes. I’ve had 

the pleasure of working closely with the men’s 

soccer team of the University of Washington, as 

well as the local professional men’s rugby team, 

the Seattle Seawolves. I moved to the Pacific 

Northwest with my boyfriend to explore the 

endless hiking opportunities. I recently under-

went surgery after tearing my ACL, MCL, and 

meniscus playing soccer. After healing up, I will 

be resuming my training to backpack the Pacific 

Crest Trail from Mexico to Canada in 2023 

(fingers crossed) with my newly adopted best 

friend German Shepherd, Harley!

  5

Anakaren Lopez checks 
on the construction of 
her new clinic
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The NYU Physical Therapy Department host-

ed its 8th Annual Inaugural and White Coat 

Ceremony at NYU’s Frederick Loewe Theatre 

on Saturday, October 9th. 

Following University health and safety guidelines, the 

hybrid ceremony welcomed students, faculty, and staff in-

person, while family and friends attended virtually. During 

this special event, the incoming Doctor of Physical Therapy 

Class of 2024 received their white coats signifying their 

entrance into the physical therapy profession and related 

clinical studies.

Additionally, students entering our Doctor of Physical 

Therapy Program for Practicing Physical Therapists, Master 

of Arts in Pathokinesiology, and Doctor of Philosophy 

Research in Physical Therapy programs were welcomed 

into the NYU PT family. 

The ceremony concluded with the combined cohort of 

incoming students reciting the American Physical Therapy 

Association’s Oath for physical therapists affirming their 

commitment to physical therapy and patient services. 

Congratulations to all of our students!

2021 Inaugural and White Coat Ceremony  

8th Annual

Inaugural

Incoming Class of 2022

Dr. Wen Ling opens the ceremony 
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NYU Steinhardt Dean Jack H. Knott greets the DPT via videoconference



8   NEW YORK UNIVERSITY

Greg Gao, MD, Dipl.Ac., L.Ac., PT, 
DPT, ABDA
Clinical Assistant Professor

Dr. Gao has flourished in the past year while 

adapting to the hybrid and virtual demands of 

the year. Doctors Gao and Ling submitted their 

poster/platform presentation, “Creating an Online 

Human Gross Anatomy Course During Covid-

19,” to New York Physical Therapy Association 

this past May. Dr. Gao has also been actively publishing on YouTube. 

He uploaded a series of human anatomy 3D 

virtual reality, augmented reality, and 3D 

digital illustrations as well as educational 

videos focusing on upper and lower limbs. 

He also created multiple 3D side-by-side 

educational videos and photos using real 

human specimens and body plastination. 

Dr. Gao was known to participate and 

provide musical entertainment at the 

beginning of his classes and during breaks 

to cheer up students during the pandemic. 

He played “Clarinet Polka” on the chromatic 

harmonica and using an EWI 5000 Wireless 

Electronic 

Wind 

Instrument, 

he played 

a Chinese 

folk song, 

“Shepherd of the Cocos Sea”. The latter 

performance featured augmented/mixed 

viral reality to create the duet effect of 

a one-man band simultaneously playing 

the saxophone and flute. 

Dr. Gao also performed music for 

the department’s first hybrid graduation 

ceremony using his EWI 5000 with a 

saxophone sound. (See pages 12–13 for 

more photos.) He opened with “Love 

Story” and brought the house down with 

his rendition of “New York, New York.” Gao’s musical talents were so well 

received that he inspired the faculty to perform a kickline on the stage 

which was met by thunderous applause from our graduates. Of course, 

NYU DPT is now known for the best kickline south of Radio City Music 

Hall since all our dancers specialize in the training and maintenance need-

ed for healthy bones, joints, and muscles.

Louis N. Iannuzzi, PT, DPT
Clinical Assistant Professor

Dr. Louis N Iannuzzi is an internationally 

renowned lecturer and limb salvage specialist 

with over forty years of clinical expertise in the 

management of the insensitive limb. As a deco-

rated retired officer in the United States Public 

Health Service for twenty-five years, Dr. Iannuzzi continues his clinical 

expertise at Bellevue Hospital Center Department of Dermatology and 

at the Langone-NYUMC Kimmel Wound Center. Dr. Iannuzzi is currently 

in his fifteenth year as a Clinical Assistant professor at the NYU Doctoral 

Program in Physical Therapy as an Integumentary Specialist and Board 

Certified Pedorthist.

This year, Dr. Iannuzzi was invited to present the following lectures: 

• Iannuzzi, L., “The Total Contact Cast” Virtual Symposium Wound 

Care 101: Strengthening Your Out-Patient Practice-NYU School 

Medicine New York, NY 5/7/21

• Iannuzzi, L., “Rocker Sole Management of Common Foot Disorders,” 

Virtual Podcast, Pedorthic Footwear Association, COPE 4/21/21

Wen Ling, PT, PhD.
Associate Professor and Department Chair 

NYU PT faculty have been very busy since March 

2020. The faculty revised courses in the DPT 

Program due to the university’s policy limiting in-

person hours. Self-paced, asynchronous practice 

was added to the Physical Therapy Examination 

for Patients with Neuromuscular Disorders course. 

Dr. Ling presented her findings of the effectiveness of this hybrid teach-

ing method at the 2021 Education Leadership Conference in Atlanta, GA 

in October 2021. 

Faculty 
Notes

Dr. Gao created 3D side-by-side photos and videos using 
real human specimens and body plastination
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Dr. Ling was award-

ed the 2020 Physical 

Therapy Learning Institute 

(PTLI) Innovator Award 

for her presentation, 

titled “An Innovative 

International Learning 

Experience—Cultivating 

Cultural Competency and 

Interprofessional Teamwork.” 

Additionally, Dr. Sally 

Poole, Clinical Assistant 

Professor in Occupational 

Therapy, and Dr. Ling will 

present their work on inter-

professional education at the 

18th Congress of the World 

Federation of Occupational 

Therapists (WFOT) in August 

2022. The study exam-

ined the performance of students enrolled in the Disability in a Global 

Context—Shanghai, China in 2017 and 2018. The WFOT meeting will be 

held in Paris, France. 

Anat Lubetzky, PT, PhD
Associate Professor 

Dr. Lubetzky was promoted to Associate Professor 

of Physical Therapy with tenure effective September 

2021. Also this September, Dr. Lubetzky assumed 

the role of Director of the Steinhardt PhD in 

Rehabilitation Sciences. 

She continues to work on several projects in 

collaboration with her peers and current physi-

cal therapy students in the DPT, MA, and PhD programs. These projects 

include several publications and ongoing recruitment for several studies 

in Dr. Lubetzky’s lab. The lab’s NIH-funded project “Sensory Integration 

of Auditory and Visual Cues in Diverse Contexts Given Age, Vestibular 

Hypofunction and Hearing Loss” began recruitment in September 2021. If 

you would like to participate in research about hearing and balance control 

including walking and navigating virtual obstacles using virtual reality or 

balancing with cognitive load, reach out to Dr. Lubetzky at anat@nyu.edu.

Additionally, Doctors Lubetzky and Moffat collaborated with Dr. Bryan 

Hujsak and Dr. Jennifer Kelly at the NYEE of Mount Sinai to present an 

educational session at the NYPTA Conference in October 2021. The title 

of the session was: “Virtual Reality Applications for Balance Examination 

and Intervention: From Theory to Practice.” 

Dr. Lubetzky has also published several articles, 

most recently, “Postural and Head Control in 

Monaural Hearing or Vestibular Hypofunction Given 

Different Environmental Contexts” which was pub-

lished in Frontiers in Neurology. In this article, she 

and her team demonstrate the role of context in 

sensory integration for postural control by compar-

ing balance performance in a virtual city scene to an abstract scene.

Also upcoming is the Academy of Neurologic Physical Therapy 

(ANPT) Conference where Dr. Lubetzky and her group will present four 

posters. One of the posters will be presented by Madison Pessel (SPT) 

and one by Brittani Morris (PhD student). Earlier this year Brittani also 

won the best poster presentation by a doctoral student in the Steinhardt 

school competition.

For all other news, and to learn more about other 

ongoing projects, please visit Dr. Lubetzky’s lab  

website at https://wp.nyu.edu/ptsensorimotorlab/

Ericka N. Merriwether, PT, DPT, PhD
Assistant Professor 

Dr. Ericka N. Merriwether has been recently 

appointed as a member of the NYU Langone 

Comprehensive Program on Obesity Steering 

Committee. The committee oversees biological 

and health survey data collected from an inter-

nally funded longitudinal study that examines 

weight loss outcomes after bariatric surgery. 

She consulted on the selection of the pain survey included in the study 

and continues to manage the analyses of the pain survey data. Using 

this patient population, Dr. Merriwether is developing and refining a 

study protocol that examines pain change after rapid weight loss in this 

population. Pilot data will be collected in close collaboration with the 

CTSI Patient Advisory Council for Research (PACR) and the Community 

Action Board (CAB) at NYU Department of Population Health to promote 

engagement of lay person community scientists.

Dr. Merriwether was recently awarded the 2021 Champions of Equity 

Distinguished Service Award. This award recognizes members of the NYU 

Steinhardt who make significant and substantive contributions to improving 

the culture and climate of our school while helping to advance the institu-

tional vision of equity, belonging, and community action. The Champions of 

Equity Distinguished Service Award is among the most prestigious honors 

awarded by NYU Steinhardt to extraordinary individuals and teams.

Marilyn Moffat, PT, DPT, PhD, DSc 
(hon), GCS, CSCS, CEEAA, FAPTA
Professor

Dr. Moffat did not let a global pandemic slow 

her down. Instead, she capitalized on the quar-

antine to publish two peer-reviewed articles, a 

grant proposal, an article for NYPTA, a chapter in 

the second edition of Encyclopedia of Behavioral 

Medicine, and she submitted or presented seven 

poster/ platform presentations. Additionally, she 

was invited to present twice for two separate conferences for the APTA 

and her fundraising efforts for APTA were recognized by the naming of 

the Moffat Atrium in the new APTA headquarters in Virginia (pictured 

below at the dedication in front of a wall sculpture, “Move,” with panels 

that spell out that word in 10 different languages). In addition to her 

various roles in numerous professional associations, she also serves as a 

mailto:anat%40nyu.edu?subject=
https://wp.nyu.edu/ptsensorimotorlab/
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consultant and advisor for several associations including by not limited 

to: World Rehabilitation Fund, Expert Clinical Benchmarks’ International 

Scientific Advisory Board, and CCNY Engineering Students Final 

Rehabilitation Technology Devices Review Panel Board. She also con-

tributed to publications by IntrigueMag and AARP as well as a podcast 

on Apple.com called Level Up, “Fighting for Exercise in Physical Therapy 

Curricula.” 

Smita Rao, PT, PhD
Associate Professor

Despite all the challenges of the 2020-2021 aca-

demic year, in hindsight, Dr. Rao is incredibly 

proud of all we accomplished. She is so grateful to 

NYU and the Department of Physical Therapy 

leadership, as all navigated a difficult time very 

well. As Program Director of our Department’s 

PhD in Physical Therapy, Dr. Rao welcomed two 

new PhD students in Fall 2020: Brittani Morris, 

DPT, and Vaibhavi Rathod (MScPT). All current 

students made impressive progress, evidenced in manuscript and grant 

development and conference abstract submissions. Jinghui Yang, MS PT, 

ABD, successfully and expertly defended his dissertation proposal.  

On the research front, Dr. Rao had two funded projects underway: 

one funded by the National Institutes of Health ($1.42 million USD) and 

one funded by the Foundation for Physical Therapy Research ($240,000 

USD). Human subjects research has resumed, with team members Nishi 

Shah, Vaibhavi Rathod, and Sam Rosenberg. The first results were pub-

lished in BMJ Open Diabetes Research and Care (Impact Factor: 3.88). 

Brown et al. Lower extremity MRI following 10-week supervised exercise 

intervention in patients with diabetic peripheral neuropathy. BMJ Open 

Diab Res Care 2021;9:e002312. 

Dr. Rao will also serve as the academic advisor for the Class of 2024. 

On the personal front, Dr. Rao welcomed her son, Rohan, last sum-

mer. He and his older sister Maya enjoy time at one of NYC’s many play-

grounds most weekend mornings. 

John Sutera PT, DPT, MSPT
Clinical Assistant Professor

Dr. Sutera found that both students and faculty in 

the DPT program flourished in the face of adversi-

ty when the entire school had to shift to an online/ 

hybrid model.

One initiative that he was able to adapt to the 

online format was the ongoing collaboration with 

the Steinhardt Educational Theatre department, 

headed by Dr. David Montgomery. Sutera notes, 

“We were able to utilize Zoom to allow the edu-

cational theatre students to learn to embrace certain patient behaviors 

or reactions as a theatrical “role.” For educational theatre students, the 

objective was to convince their audience, our physical therapy students, 

of their condition and improvise any responses that might be appropriate 

to the situation.” The Zoom breakout rooms allowed students to interact 

in a focused manner and also gave the PT students a timely introduc-

tion to telehealth. We remain very grateful to the Educational Theatre 

Department at Steinhardt for their involvement in helping to shape 

tomorrow’s physical therapists here at Steinhardt.

In addition to fostering interdepartmental collaboration, Dr. Sutera 

also had the opportunity for intradepartmental collaboration with Dr. 

Anat Lubetzky on a peer-reviewed study titled, “Contextual Sensory 

Integration Training via Head Mounted Display for Individuals with 

Vestibular Disorders: a Feasibility Study,” which was published in 

Disability and Rehabilitation: Assistive Technology Journal.

Kevin Weaver, PT, DPT, MA, OCS, 
CEA, CIE
Clinical Associate Professor 

Effective this fall, Dr. Weaver was promoted to 

Clinical Associate Professor of Physical Therapy. 

Additionally, in conjunction with Drs. Becker 

and Sutera, Dr. Weaver was a lead in a project 

at Steinhardt that served both the students in 

Steinhardt’s DPT program and the Educational 

Theatre program. Dr. Weaver wrote up a telehealth case study for the 

theatre students to dramatize. In the case study, the patient had devel-

oped neck pain due to increased computer use at home during the pan-

demic. The second and third-year DPT students and their residents then 

evaluated the patient via Zoom. Doctors Becker, Sutera, and Weaver 

oversaw each of the sessions providing feedback to the PT students on 

their efficacy. Second-year physical therapy students had the opportunity 

to apply the knowledge from their learnings in Weaver’s course Physical 

Therapy Examination of the Musculoskeletal System while third-year 

physical therapy students were able to apply and advance the knowl-

edge gleaned from Weaver’s course Physical Therapy Interventions/

Prevention Programs/Wellness Programs for the Musculoskeletal System. 

This interdepartmental initiative showcased pandemic problem-solving at 

its best as the theatre students were able to fulfill field hours necessary 

to graduate since theatres were shut and physical therapy department 

students and residents received training on performing telehealth, which 

many were going to do in their clinical affiliations that were delayed due 

to COVID.

DPT students with Educational Theatre students
role-playing as patients

Show your support!
Donate to the NYU Physical Therapy Program at  
http://bit.ly/supportNYUPT 

https://drc.bmj.com/content/9/1/e002312
http://bit.ly/supportNYUPT 
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Student
Life

Returning to In-Person Classes
By Arthur Migliazza

While I initially liked the idea of learning from home, it 

turned out to be very challenging. With my wife, our 

new baby, and small dog all in an NYC one-bedroom 

apartment, finding a quiet time and place to study or 

attend class was nearly impossible. However, I’m so 

thankful that NYU was still able to find a way for us 

to begin the program on time. Our year of remote 

learning makes me appreciate being back in person so 

much more now.

10th Annual NYU Doctor of Physical Therapy – First All Virtual 5K!  
Faced with limitations on mass gatherings, third-year student 

race coordinators Milan Desamito, Caitlin Apollo, Rachel Maschler, 

Alyssa Vidulich, and Madison Maisel (pictured at far right clock-

wise from top left), forged ahead with their fundraising efforts 

and coordinated the DPT Program’s first-ever all virtual 5K race! 

To accommodate individual schedules and availability, the race 

took place over the course of one week from Sunday, April 25th 

through Sunday, May 2nd, 2021. 

The greatest challenge of planning the virtual 5K was not hav-

ing the in-person experience while trying to encourage people to 

participate. Despite that challenge, a total of 155 participants from 

21 states signed up for the event! Winners hailed from Tacoma, 

WA (male winner: Jean Marcos, 22 mins/39 secs) and Kansas 

City, MO (female winner: Abigail Kaff, 27 mins/15 secs). Winners’ 

times were verified using GPS-enabled recording devices such as 

Strava, Garmin, Apple Watch, etc.

A total of $15,494.70 was raised for the Foundation for 

Physical Therapy Research (FPTR) through all of our fundraisers: 

NYU DPT 5K, The Most Physical Therapist Competition, raffle, per-

centage nights at local restaurants, and a mask and jacket order. 

Overall, the virtual race was a success and the coordinators 

highly recommend including a virtual component to the race, 

as it allows for friends, family, alumni, etc. to participate from all 

over the country, which increases participation and funds raised 

for the FPTR

Brava, DPT race coordinators!



Graduation 
2021

NYU PT Hybrid Graduation 2021
There have been dramatic changes in the way people come together to celebrate 

special events and it was no different for our August 2021 commencement 

exercises. In August 2021, the PT Dept hosted its first hybrid graduation ceremony 

for the Class of 2021! As a hybrid ceremony, we were able to combine the virtual 

graduation with portions of the in-person experience for our graduates. In keeping 

with social distancing and health protocols, graduates, faculty, and staff attended 

in-person while family and friends attended virtually.  

Although the usual processional march to “Pomp & Circumstance” was 

omitted, the ceremony did include speeches by Dean Knott, faculty, and 

graduates. There were also award presentations, a special musical interlude 

featuring Dr. Gao, and most importantly, the time-honored calling of each 

graduate’s name to cross the stage in honor of their achievement.  

Congratulations, Class of 2021! 

Dean Jack H. Knott 

Dr. Ericka N. Merriwether

Dr. Greg Gao

Dr. John Sutera
Milan Desamito, left, and Caitlin Apollo, center, 
bestow the class gift as Dr. Moffat, right, looks on.



From left: Bryant Aguilar, Enrico Sanchez, Nicholas Dass, 
Simar Ahluwalia, Nicholas Dugan, Marcos Tapia, Joshua Gee

Student Speaker Rosa Franklin

Olivia Wuest

Student Speaker Nicholas Das

Graduate Catherine Good with 
members of her family

Graduate Adedayo Olaloko  
with members of her family
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DP T  AWARDS
We are proud to announce the student award winners for the Doctor of Physical 

Therapy graduating class of 2021. Many congratulations to all!

Simar Ahluwalia

ELIZABETH C. ADDOMS AWARD 

For excellence in academic and 

clinical performance

Vanessa Parker

ELIZABETH C. ADDOMS AWARD 

For excellence in academic and 

clinical performance

Nicholas Dugan

ARTHUR J. NELSON AWARD 

For excellence in  

clinical electrotherapy

Milan Desamito

DEPARTMENT SERVICE AWARD 

For outstanding service and  

excellent leadership

Golbarg Hiekali

DEPARTMENT SERVICE AWARD 

For outstanding service and  

excellent leadership

Enrico Sanchez

DEPARTMENT SERVICE AWARD 

For outstanding service and  

excellent leadership

Class of 
2021



STEINHARDT SCHOOL OF CULTURE, EDUCATION, AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT  15

• Weekend Intensives are open to licensed physical therapists.  
• NYS licensed occupational therapists may register for Modules 1, 2, 4, and 10.  
• OTs are not eligible for NYS continuing education credits.
• Seating is limited to 30. (The reservation deadline is one week before each  
 module.) Participants may register for one or more modules at a time. 

Details and schedule of courses available July 2022!
Visit PT | Weekend Intensives (steinhardt.nyu.edu/degree/clinical-residency- 
orthopedic-physical-therapy/weekend-intensives-orthopedic-physical) or  
contact Peggy Dadaille at 212-998-9429 or pd70@nyu.edu. 

Weekend Intensive courses will resume in Fall 2022!
Earn the continuing education credits you need to renew your New York State license! 

Become a Master Clinician and Clinical Affiliate!
Clinical education is an important aspect of our program, and 
we are continuously looking for experienced clinicians to serve 
as Master Clinicians and clinical affiliates. As an NYU graduate, 
your connection with the Department of Physical Therapy gives 
you a unique opportunity to serve as a mentor and assist cur-
rent DPT students in their educational experience. By serving as 
a Master Clinician or clinical affiliate, you will also earn tuition 
credits at NYU that can be used to further your own education 
free of charge.
 Please contact our Director of Clinical Education, Elaine 
Becker, PT, DPT, MA, PCS at 212-998-9407 or eb2@nyu.edu to 
request more information.

Clinical Residency  
Program in Orthopedic  
Physical Therapy | Adv. Cert.
• Prepare to sit for the clinical specialist exam offered  

by APTA 

• Obtain advanced orthopedic knowledge and clinical skills 
at a top-ranked research university

• Learn about the latest developments in evidence-based 
orthopedic physical therapy

• Study with board-certified clinical specialists and 
physicians

• Complete the advanced certificate program in 12 months

2022–2023 applications are available now—with rolling 
admissions! 
 
Apply here: RF-PTCAS online application. 
(https://rfptcas.liaisoncas.com/applicant-ux/#/login)
 
Application deadline: Friday, May 27, 2022
 
Visit www.steinhardt.nyu.edu/pt/opt or call Peggy Dadaille 
at 212-998-9429 or pd70@nyu.edu.

Pursue your goals. Be the future.  
Be NYU Steinhardt.

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICAL THERAPY

Follow us on social media for department happenings, student 

achievement updates, and alumni features!  

www.steinhardt.nyu.
edu/pt/

@

212-998-9400

212-995-4190

steinhardt.pt@nyu.edu

380 Second Avenue
4th Floor
New York, NY 10010

@NYU_PT@nyu_ptNYU Steinhardt 
Department of 

Physical Therapy

Connect
With Us

https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/degree/clinical-residency-orthopedic-physical-therapy/weekend-intensives-orthopedic-physical
mailto:pd70%40nyu.edu?subject=
mailto:eb2%40nyu.edu?subject=
https://rfptcas.liaisoncas.com/applicant-ux/#/login
https://www.facebook.com/NYUPhysicalTherapy/
https://www.instagram.com/nyu_pt/
https://twitter.com/search?q=%40NYU_PT&src=typed_query
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2021 RECAP: NYU PT’s First Virtual Recruitment Fair a Big Success 

Don’t miss out on this unique opportunity for health  
professionals to meet with members of the health  
services provision industry!
Check our PT | Job Search Resources webpage for  
registration details. (https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/ptjobs)

Who Should Attend?
• Health organizations • Physical therapy students  
• Health administrators • Practicing physical therapists 
• Health representatives     interested in relocation or 
• Health recruiters     opportunities for upward mobility

Exhibitors must register. For pricing information and  
registration details, please contact Anne Seaton at  
212-998-9414 or mas2@nyu.edu.

Registration deadline: March 18, 2022. Space is limited.  
Registration after this date will be accepted on a space-available basis.

2022 VIRTUAL PHYSICAL THERAPY  

Recruitment Fair
Save the Date: March 29, 2022

The NYU Physical Therapy Department in con-

junction with the NYNJ Physical Therapy Clinical 

Education Consortium successfully hosted its 

first virtual recruitment fair this April. Seeking 

to bring recruiters and students together in a 

meaningful way, the Brazen platform was used 

to build a dedicated site for the event that in 

some ways mirrored a live event. 

PT industry-known companies were invited 

to build individual virtual booths on the site 

where students could meet with representa-

tives, share resumes, and discuss opportunities 

in real-time. The meetings could take place by 

live video, video chat, or telephone. Nineteen 

different booths were featured during the event.

Students were invited to pre-register for the 

free event, upload their resumes and sched-

ule appointments with representatives ahead 

of time—an action that minimized the wait 

time that could occur for same-day registra-

tions. Additionally, recruiters were able to review 

resumes and request appointments with stu-

dents as well.   

More than 200 students registered for 

this event representing the following schools: 

Columbia University, College of Staten Island, 

Hunter College, Long Island University, New York 

Institute of Technology, New York University, 

Sage Graduate School, Seton Hall, Stony 

Brook University, SUNY Buffalo, Touro College 

Orthopedic Residency Program, UMDNJ-

Rutgers, University of Delaware, University 

of Hartford, University of Penn, University of 

Scranton, Utica College, and Western University.

https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/ptjobs

